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1. Key Information
Roma population 

Estimate in National Roma 
Integration Strategy

80 000-300 000

Council of Europe Estimate
Approximately 225 000 (data from 2012)
i.e. 0.36 % of the population

National Strategy
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/roma-integration/united-kingdom/
national-strategy/national_en.htm

Funding http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/roma-integration/united-kingdom/in-
dex_en.htm

2. National Roma Integration – 2014 review
Key steps taken since 2011 Identified Gaps

Education 
A number of provisions for Roma: 
Roma educational support pro-
gramme, Roma education welfare 
officer, support for the purchase of the 
school uniform, and Newcomer inclu-
sion scheme (Northern Ireland).
Annual Grant for the Education of 
gypsy and Traveller children (Wales).

The impact of these measures 
now needs to be monitored. 

Employment
Government strategy for increasing 
ethnic minority employment and par-
ticipation in the labour market. 

The impact of these measures 
now needs to be monitored.
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Health
Roma health project and health 
mediators.
Regional minority ethnic health and 
social wellbeing steering group. 
Strategy for improving Traveller 
health and wellbeing. (Northern 
Ireland)
Dedicated health support staff and 
many projects (Northern Ireland). 
Revision of health and homelessness 
standards (Wales).
Access for newly arrived Roma 
communities to the national health 
services. 
Roma women health mediators 
(Yorkshire). 

Should continue initiatives target-
ing the needs of newly arrived 
Roma communities.

The impact of these measures 
now needs to be monitored.

Housing
Mediation on housing issues from 
Roma advocates (Northern Ireland).
Traveller Accommodation Programme 
(revised annually) (Northern Ireland).
Implementation of the Mobile Homes 
Act on travellers’ sites (Wales).
Local authorities provide Traveller 
sites where needed (Wales).
Housing strategy with the help of EU 
funds (Scotland). 

Halting sites for Gypsies and 
Travellers and housing for Roma 
remain a challenge all over the UK. 

Should scale up and implement 
housing initiatives.

Anti-discrimination
Comprehensive study on hate crime 
(University of Leicester). 
Awareness raising activities and pro-
motion of inter-cultural dialogue.

Should carefully address hostile 
attitudes and negative stereotyp-
ing of Gypsies and Travellers and 
newly arrived Roma. 

Should take further measures to 
combat anti-Roma rhetoric and 
hate speech. 

Funding
No specific amount has been allocat-
ed exclusively for Roma integration. 
Roma inclusion supported by national 
and EU funds.
In the 2007-2013 financial period, the 
United Kingdom has allocated 24.2 % 
(~€ 1 082 million) of its total Euro-
pean Social Fund (ESF)  budget for 
integrating disadvantaged people.

Further use of existing possibili-
ties under the EU funds to support 
Roma inclusion should be consid-
ered

Priorities for the future (Com-
mission recommendation)

The impact of measures and activities taken to support Roma inclusion 
should be further monitored.

Dialogue between Travellers and Gypsies and local and regional authorities 
should be reinforced.
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3. Contacts
Contact Points 

National Roma Contact Point
Head of Gypsy, Travellers & International Policy 
Equalities & Enterprise Division   
Department for Communities and Local Government

Email: ian.naysmith@communities.gsi.gov.uk

Managing Authorities for 
ESF (European Social Fund) 
funded projects

In Wales
Welsh European Funding Office (WEFO)
Welsh Assembly Government
E-mail: enquiries-wefo@wales.gsi.gov.uk
www.wefo.wales.gov.uk

In England
James Ritchie
Department for Work and Pensions
European Social Fund Division
Tel: +44 114 294 3090
E-mail: esf.feedback@jiu.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/esf/

In Scotland
For the Lowlands and Uplands Programme:
ESEP Ltd
Gordon McLaren,
Chief Executive
Tel: +44 1383 413141
Fax: +44 1383 413151

For the Highlands and Islands Programme:
HIPP Ltd
Dennis Malone,
Chief Executive
Tel: +44 1463 279500
Fax: +44 1463 279501

In Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland ESF Programme 2007-13
Managing Authority Unit
Department for Employment and Learning
Adelaide House
Tel: +44 (0)28 9025 7667
Fax: +44 (0)28 9025 7646
www.delni.gov.uk/esf

Managing Authorities for 
ERDF (European Regional 
Development Fund) funded 
projects

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/manage/authority/authorities.
cfm?lan=EN&pay=uk 
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Fundamental Rights Agency 
Country Report:

http://fra.europa.eu/en/country-data/2013/country-thematic-studies-situation-
roma

4. Promising practices
Project ‘ SOURCE’

The aim of the transnational Roma SOURCE project is to combat and reduce discrimination through developing 
mutual understanding between Roma and other communities, promoting equal rights and showcasing best practice. 
The partnership includes eight organisations from six countries across Europe (UK, Italy, Hungary, Greece, Bulgaria 
and Spain). With partners from regions of Europe which are both traditionally home to Roma communities and 
those which have more recently become a destination, this project allows regions, local areas and organisations to 
learn from each other. 

The UK is also involved in the project ‘Music4Rom’, a project financed by the European Commission and initiated by 
the International Yehudi Menuhin Foundation promoting intercultural dialogue between Roma and non-Roma artists 
through music.


