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NATT+ Update - the beginning….. 
Bridget Plowden (born 1910) 
• Worked for the Central Advisory 

Council for Education (CACE) - 
established as a result of the 1944 
Education Act.  

• Completed an enquiry 1966, into 
primary education for the 
‘Department for Education & 
Science’ (DES) 

• The Plowden report was published 
1967, ‘Children & their Primary 
Schools’ 

• Report  highlighted disadvantage, 
underachievement and poor 
attendance of Gypsy and Traveller 
children.  

• Traveller Education and services 
were established 

• Member of Council for Gypsies and 
Travellers 



NATT+ was established in 
1980  
• to address the isolation of 

teachers of Travellers  
• to support and encourage 

their work.  
 
Was renamed in 2008  
• to recognise that there 

were other professionals 
needing support who were 
involved in the education of 
Gypsy, Roma and Travellers. 
 
 

• NATT+ is the nationally 
recognised voice of 
Traveller Education 
Services.  

• Represents and supports 
members at a national level 
by addressing Gypsy, Roma 
and Traveller issues with a 
number of organisations 
including the DFE and other 
government departments. 

• Supports members through 
the web site, resources, 
members meetings and 
conferences. 



Where we are now 
…….. 
 
NATT+ provides a platform 
for teachers of Travellers 
and other professionals 
involved in the education 
of Gypsy Roma and 
Travellers:  
• to share good practice 

and resources and 
promote these through 
its activities.  

 
 

• to participate in 
innovative and 
pioneering programmes 
of work aimed at raising 
the achievement, 
attainment and 
addressing the social 
exclusion of Gypsy, Roma 
and Traveller pupils. 
 



Updates 2016 
Annual conference - “British Values 
and the Gypsy Roma Traveller 
Child” 11th March at Aston University 
Conference Centre 

• Attended by TES colleagues & 
new people from LA’s, services & 
organisations 

• Nick Page, Chef Executive Solihull 
Council talked so positively and 
knowledgably about  Gypsy Roma 
Traveller communities 

• Speeches, workshops & 
networking – EYFS, Circus & 
Fairground, parental 
involvement, artists, storytelling, 
new resources (inc Justice for 
Johnny) & Sam Lee’s song 
collective, a preservation of the 
“oral” heritage   

Government’s plans for the GRT 
Education Stakeholder Group  - 
Nick Gibb letter response about the 
future of the group 
• still under review 
• highlighted what they call 

“significant improvements” in the 
attainment for GRT pupils  

• improved attendance 
 
GRTHM competition 2016 
    ‘Simply the Best  
• great sporting or physical 

achievements 
• 2016 Rio Olympics and European 

Football Championships in 
France) 



    Schools British 
Values 
       According to OFSTED: 

Through provision of SMSC, (a 
Social, Moral, Spiritual and 
Cultural curriculum) schools 
should: 
•  promote the fundamental 

British values of democracy, 
the rule of law, individual 
liberty, and mutual respect 
and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs. 
 

 



British Values 
• Enable students to develop their self 

knowledge, self esteem and self 
confidence; 

• Enable students to distinguish right 
from wrong and to respect the civil 
and criminal law of England; 

• Encourage students to accept 
responsibility for their behaviour, 
show initiative and to understand 
how they can contribute positively to 
the lives of those living and working 
in the locality of the school and to 
society more widely; 

 



British Values 

• Enable students to 
acquire a broad general 
knowledge of and respect 
for public institutions and 
services in England; 

• Further tolerance and 
harmony between 
different cultural 
traditions by enabling 
students to acquire an 
appreciation of and 
respect for their own and 
other cultures 



Reflections & questions 

In terms of British Values: representation, voting, 
democracy etc 
• How many GRT children and young people have  a 

voice within schools and the wider community? E.g. 
representation on school  and youth councils?  

• How many governors/cllrs etc have a GRT background? 
Would they declare it if they did?  

• How can we encourage more participation? E.g. 
positive role models such as  Petr Torak, Czech 
Roma  Police Officer in Peterborough and the young 
Roma working on focus projects within the Roma 
Support Group. 

 
 



Reflections & questions 

Need to empower schools with knowledge and 
expertise as LA services reduce/close 
Importance of inclusion, knowledge and  respect  for 
cultural differences 
• Do head teachers/teachers/support staff and wider 

services have enough awareness of GRT communities, 
culture/heritage?  

• Do they know how to build positive relations with 
parents/families and improve outcomes.  

• Can wider professionals  identify community assets and 
build on them to build trust and outcomes which are 
meaningful for the community. 
 
 



Other threats: 

• Academy agenda - impact  
• Current government white paper, no delegated 

services from 2019 
•  Only services who have an Service Level 

Agreement (SLA) with schools can exist 
 
• Is GRT tradable?   



It’s all about the 
children Schools need to: 

• Work with families to include children 
& families – from EYFS 

• Support transition to next stage school 
learning – online applications & literacy 

• Use knowledge gained from real 
experiences, make learning meaningful 

• Make links for children here, looking at 
classroom planning to include culturally 
relevant resources 

• Develop whole school/LA approaches 
to inclusion and support and build 
bridges for children & families (not 
exclusion) 

• Use opportunities to include culture & 
traditions – SRRC, GRTHM, HMD, Roma 
Nation Day and artists 

• Raise awareness/ build bridges with 
other services & NGO’s – interpreters, 
community mentors … 

• Develop experiences for next 
generation London/UK/British Roma 
leaving school  

 

 



And the parents 

Schools needs to: 
 
• Reach out, build 

bridges 
• Develop a culture of 

listening to and not just 
telling  

• Engage with, support 
• Consult with, talk to 
• Have mutual respect 
 

‘The journey is never 
achieved alone’ 
 

 



Summary: Overcoming barriers  
(Ofsted 2015) 
‘You cannot walk straight when the road bends…’ 

• Take account of individual and family situation 
 

• Build up trust and non judgemental ethos, children & 
parents feel safe, secure and valued 

 

• Address issues which can impact 
 

• Take account of and respect culture and values 
 

• Involve young people in positive activities and new 
learning experiences 

 

 



Assen Slavchev, Luton Roma Trust  
 

Issues with engagement of Roma 
organisations with LAS and 

Schools 



 
Safeguarding Roma children  

in education context 
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     gaba@romasupportgroup.org.uk 
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Context – Roma parents’ experience of 
education 

 
Countries of origin: 
• Limited access and/or exclusion from the mainstream education 
• Discrimination in education system 
• Segregated education 

 
 
 



UK context: 
• Limited or lack of 
 - education and literacy 
 - understanding of value of education 
 - aspirations 
 - knowledge about the UK education system 
• Parents are feeling fearful, powerless and intimidated in school 

context 
• Distrust 
 
School environment continues to be very difficult leading to 
poor parental engagement  

 
 



Main safeguarding concerns 
 
 
• Children missing education 
• Poor  educational attainment (GRT children - lowest educational attainment 

of all ethnic groups in the UK) 
• Attendance issues (often related to unstable housing conditions) 
• Behaviour problems (persistent, low level disruptive behaviour leading to 

increasing number of exclusions) 
• Neglect related to poverty and limited education 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Child Sexual Exploitation: A 
preliminary study 
Working hard to safeguard Roma children 
 
 
Dr Dan Allen 
d.allen1@salford.ac.uk 



The research  
• European reports position young Roma children as 

being especially vulnerable to sexual exploitation and 
abuse.  

• The scale and nature of Child Sexual Exploitation 
(CSE) in the UK, including the lived experiences of 
Roma people themselves, have not been studied in 
equal depth.   

• This study supported 20 Roma adults and 9 young 
Roma people living in the North of England to discuss 
CSE.  

• Focus on CSE not betrothal, arranged or forced 
marriage. 

• Provides proof of principle, though not of fact, that 
young Roma people are at significant risk of CSE in 
the North of England.  



“It is our girls’ fault; it is because of 
how they are… They follow [men] for 
money and stuff… they sleep with 
them… they sell them [selves]…. they 
get money out of it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Some girls want it. They are 13-14 
and they have already slept with a 
man.” 



“I have experienced CSE. It happened to my daughter. When I found 
out what happened, I knew what to do. I went to the Police and 
social services and I have reported it. Now I am watched by [the 
paedophile gang]. One of the [perpetrators] was deported, but the 
case was reopened because my daughter saw [him]. He was 
hanging around the school. He was verbally abusive to my 
daughter. She was so scared. The police found him after we 
reported him and he was send to jail. But he sent 2 guys to visit us 
trying to bribe me daughter and to say that the guy in innocent. But 
my daughter refused to do that. She said “Mum he has destroyed 
my life….how could I let it go?” We all have suffered from this.” 



“They [CSE perpetrators] are using the fact 
that we don’t speak English that we cannot 
defend ourselves properly. If they do 
something and we call the police… they can 
speak English well and we cannot defend 
ourselves… they solve nothing then.” 



“If [CSE] is happening, it gives [the Roma] a bad reputation. 
Maybe when there is a party [other people] will start gossiping 
about the families (who have experienced abuse)… bringing 
them down.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“[people live in] fear….they are scared. The police seem to be 
scared of the [criminal gangs]. They rule here! It is not the 
English that rule in the UK, it is the [criminal gangs].” 



“[CSE] has happened 
to [my sister and her 
friend]. [Two men] 
came to the [park] 
and they gave her 
alcohol and put some 
pills in her drink… 
and [my sister] 
fainted there… and 
[one man] had a sex 
with my sister’s 
friend.” 
 
“[We are at risk of 
grooming] because 
Roma don’t know the 
system yet…They are 
not aware of the 
danger.” 



Key Messages 
 

• Unless young Roma young people feel social 
included, they will continue to be vulnerable to CSE as 
a result of marginalisation.  

• Unless young Roma people are taught about the risks 
and threats of CSE, they will continue to be vulnerable 
to CSE as a result of of ignorance.  

• Unless the presence of community based shame and 
denial is openly discussed, young Roma people will 
continue to be vulnerable to CSE as a result of guilt. 

• Unless young Roma people feel safe and respected, 
they will continue to be vulnerable to CSE as a result 
of fear.  

• Unless young Roma people are given a voice, they 
will be vulnerable to CSE as a result of silence.  

 



Schools’ position 
 
Schools best placed to: 
 
• Identify safeguarding concerns and support needed 
• Make referrals to other services which could provide early 

intervention 
 



 
 
 

 
In practice: 
• Schools are dealing with effects of welfare changes – increased 

numbers of families in crisis (financial difficulties, homeless or 
in danger of becoming homeless) 

• Lack of resources within school (many Roma children not 
eligible for Free school meals – schools not eligible for pupil 
premium) 

• Referrals to early intervention not effective 
– Families not eligible for welfare support  and other services 

which early intervention would normally sign post to. 
– Cases escalating quickly to child protection – negative 

impact on relationship between parents and school 



 
 

Good practice 
 

Investment in relationship with Roma parents before crisis 
situation. 

 
• Employment of Roma mediators and teaching assistants to 

ensure good, consistent communication and  engagement. 
 

• Partnership between voluntary sector and schools (limited due 
to funding) 
 



Roma children and free school 
meals – (in England) 

Andy Shallice 
Roma Support Group 

 



    Before 2011, it was not unusual for Roma 
children to be given school meals as they were 
hungry.... 



Why did we start to look at this? 

Sheffield (June 2015) Arthur Ivatts quoted: 
 
• Proportion of Roma students receiving free 

schools meals in Sheffield schools: 
2013 – 65% 
2014 – 42% 
2015 – 23% 

 
WHY? 
 



Who’s eligible for free school meals? 

Children whose parents: 
 
• Income Support 
• income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax 

Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop 

qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
• Universal Credit 
 
 



Why – don’t apply? 

Because of: 
 
• Bureaucracy? 
• Stigma? 
• Avoidance of authority? 
• All infants get free meals..... 

 
Or  
• Ineligible? 

 



Why - not eligible? 

Changes affecting all EU migrants access to benefits from 
1 January 2014: 

• Three months wait to apply for JSA 
• No Housing benefit for new ‘jobseekers’ 
• No access to any benefits for three months 
• Limit on claims for JSA for ‘jobseekers’ and for child 

benefits and child tax credits 
• Satisfy minimum earnings threshold 
• Tighter ‘Habitual Residence Test’ 
• No interpreters in job centres; all new claims on line 

 
 



How did we do it? 

• Identify the twenty largest education 
authorities with ‘Roma’ children 

• Send them freedom of information requests 
• Ask for proportion of pupils (in primary and 

secondary) getting FSMs, in particular ‘ethnic’ 
groups 

• Ask for equivalent information for England 
from Department for Education 



Table 1: primary pupils eligible for and claiming free school 
meals, by ethnicity, 2012 – 2015, England 

 
2012 2013 2014 % change 

2012-14 
2015 % change 

2014-15 
White 
British 

17.4 17.4 16.6 -4.6 15.5 -6.6 

Traveller of 
Irish 
heritage 

63.6 65.7 65.6 -0.2 60.6 -7.6 

Gypsy/ 
Roma 

42.4 47.9 45.0 -6.1 38.2 -15.1 

Any other 
white 

13.7 13.2 11.5 -12.9 9.6 -16.5 

All 19.3 19.2 18.1 -5.7 16.6 -8.3 



Table 2: secondary pupils eligible for and claiming free school 
meals, by ethnicity, 2012 – 2015, England 

2012 2013 2014 % change 
2012-14 

2015 % change 
2014-15 

White 
British 

14.0 14.3 14.1 -1.4 13.6 -3.5 

Traveller of 
Irish 
heritage 

67.3 67.8 68.0 +0.3 63.4 -6.8 

Gypsy/ 
Roma 

44.1 49.2 48.4 -1.6 40.0 -17.4 

Any other 
white 

15.2 15.1 13.9 -7.9 12.2 -12.2 

All 16.4 16.7 16.2 -3.0 15.4 -4.9 



Table 3: proportion of Gypsy/Roma pupils’ eligible and receiving free school meals, 2013-2015, 
by primary and secondary, selected education authorities, and in England; and the total 

number of Gypsy/Roma pupils in 2015 

 2013 2014 2015 

Primary Secondary Primary Secondary Primary Secondary 

Kent 49 43 41 42 38 40 

Sheffield 64 68 41 45 23 23 

Bradford 57 54 55 57 48 48 

Leeds 60 70 55 64 42 56 

Leicester 32 18 11 

Newcastle 56 52 56 62 46 54 

Derby 71 55 63 57 33 42 

Liverpool 26 68 26 83 26 80 

Manchester 8 20 9 27 21 24 

Rotherham 64 53 40 40 23  29 

Peterborough 85 68 81 57 45 30 

England 48 49 45 48 38 40 



Table 3a: proportion of Gypsy/Roma pupils’ eligible and receiving free school meals, 2013-
2015, by primary and secondary, selected London education authorities, and in England; and 

the total number of Gypsy/Roma pupils in 2015 

2013 2014 2015 

Primary Secondary Primary Secondary Primary Secondary 

Waltham 
Forest 

43 38 35 18 8 15 

Redbridge 46 48 43 31 39 29 

Enfield 42 46 24 38 27 31  

England 48 49 45 48 38 40 



What does this mean? 

• Most cities show fewer ‘Gypsy/Roma’ children 
getting free school meals in 2015, than in 
2013 

• This decline is greater than for any other 
‘ethnic’ grouping 

• Matched only by ‘any other white’ (i.e. Other 
EU migrant children) 



Why should this be? 

• More Roma parents are unwilling to apply for 
free school meals? 

• More Roma parents are working, and so don’t 
need free school meals? 

• More Roma parents are working and so do not 
qualify for free school meals? 

• More (migrant) ‘Roma’ parents are working; 
fewer ‘Gypsy’ are working? 



Other implications 

• Pupil premium payments to schools (£1,320 @ 
primary; £935 @ secondary) are only paid to 
schools depending on the number of children 
eligible for FSM now, or anytime in last six 
years (“Ever6FSM”) 

• Future school funding to still include an 
element for ‘deprivation’.  But based on 
number of children on free school meals 
 



The government questioned: 

Stuart Jackson MP: 
    “Does my hon. Friend concede, notwithstanding the 

laudable aim of using free school meals as an indicator 
for accessing money for children in the most need, that, 
in the case of east European migrants particularly and 
other migrant groups, there is a cultural predisposition 
against claiming free school meals? Therefore, some of 
the children who would most benefit from extra 
funding are not able to do so, and that obviously has 
an impact on the overall educational attainment in 
their school.” 

 



...and the government said 
The schools minister, Nick Gibb (15 Feb 2011): 
 
     ”....we believe that the best pupil level measure available 

for identifying and targeting underachievement is free 
school meals, or some component of it. We expect that 
more parents will apply for free school meals once it is 
made clear that pupils will attract additional funding for 
the school.  Indeed, we are receiving reports even now that 
more parents are doing so, and we hope that that will help 
to solve the problem of under-claiming.  The parents my 
hon. Friend referred to who do not claim for stigma reasons 
may well feel that they should claim because it helps the 
school more broadly if they do”.   

 



Meanwhile, are Roma children going hungry? 



 
 
 

Panel Q & A 
  

morning speakers, 
  

Cllr John Warmisham, Salford City Council and 
Council of Europe & 

  
Emma Ford, the Head Teacher of Clarendon 

Primary School in Salford 
 



 
 
 
 

Roundtable discussion  
 

1. What are the biggest national policy issues 
for Roma children? 

2. What are the biggest local issues for Roma 
children and inclusion (not related to policy 

change)? 

 



 
 
 

Lunch & Networking  
  

Please be back for 13:10pm  



Jenny Patterson, NATT+ 

The importance of high quality 
EAL and ESOL provision for Roma 

children and families  



  

 

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Pupils 

Mark Sims HMI 

Ofsted 

Salford 

Friday 22 April 2016 

 



  

Ofsted and EAL 

 A  Survey on Roma Pupils (published December 
2014) 

 Additional fieldwork in Bradford, Kent and 
Peterborough (unpublished) 

 Good Practice Gypsy and Traveller Pupils 
(published in March 2015) 

 Visits to five local authorities (June 2015) 

 

 

 



  

Ofsted and EAL 

Overcoming barriers: ensuring Roma children 
are fully engaged and achieving in education  

Ofsted published this survey on 19 December 2014  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ensuri
ng-roma-children-achieve-in-education 

  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ensuring-roma-children-achieve-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ensuring-roma-children-achieve-in-education


  

Key Issues 

 Additional challenges around the arrival of large numbers of Roma 
pupils in a very short space of time.  

 New arrivals were not only new to English but had often had no 
previous schooling or Early Years experience.  

 Hard to settle pupils initially who had joined with no previous 
experience of school routines and expectations  

 Rates of absence were high for Roma pupils.  

 Hard to keep track of families 

 The rate of mobility was high with pupils staying a short time, leaving 
and sometimes returning again within the same school year.  

 

 



  

Case Studies 

 Case study 1: Babington Community College, Leicester: 
raising aspirations and retaining pupils at Key Stage 4 

 Case study 2: Manchester local authority: developing and 
implementing a school strategy for newly arrived Roma pupils 

 Case study 3: Parkside Community Primary School, Kent: an 
effective partnership  

 Case study 4: Using resources efficiently in Salford   

 

 



  

Good Practice Case Studies; Gypsy, Roma and 
Traveller Pupils 

 A set of six new examples was published 26 March 2015:  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication
_filter_option=research-and-
analysis&topics%5B%5D=all&departments%5B%5D=ofsted&official_d
ocument_status=all&world_locations%5B%5D=all&from_date=25%2F
03%2F15&to_date=27%2F03%2F15&commit=Refresh+results 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=research-and-analysis&topics[]=all&departments[]=ofsted&official_document_status=all&world_locations[]=all&from_date=25/03/15&to_date=27/03/15&commit=Refresh+results
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=research-and-analysis&topics[]=all&departments[]=ofsted&official_document_status=all&world_locations[]=all&from_date=25/03/15&to_date=27/03/15&commit=Refresh+results
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=research-and-analysis&topics[]=all&departments[]=ofsted&official_document_status=all&world_locations[]=all&from_date=25/03/15&to_date=27/03/15&commit=Refresh+results
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=research-and-analysis&topics[]=all&departments[]=ofsted&official_document_status=all&world_locations[]=all&from_date=25/03/15&to_date=27/03/15&commit=Refresh+results
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=research-and-analysis&topics[]=all&departments[]=ofsted&official_document_status=all&world_locations[]=all&from_date=25/03/15&to_date=27/03/15&commit=Refresh+results


  

Six Good Practice Case Studies 

 Engaging Traveller parents to raise achievement of their 
children (Kingsmead Primary School, Hackney) 

 Supporting Traveller pupils in primary to secondary transition 
(St Edmunds Catholic Primary School, Lancashire) 

 Raising aspirations and retaining Roma pupils at Key Stage 2 
(Parkside Community School, Kent) 

 Traveller children uptake in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(Holy Family Catholic Primary School, Leeds) 

 Raising aspirations and retaining Roma pupils at Key Stage 4 
(Babington Community College, Leicester) 

 Creating a positive culture of equality and opportunity 
(Cranford Community College, Hounslow) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/engaging-traveller-parents-to-raise-achievement-of-their-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/engaging-traveller-parents-to-raise-achievement-of-their-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-traveller-pupils-in-primary-to-secondary-transition
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/raising-aspirations-and-retaining-roma-pupils-at-key-stage-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/traveller-children-uptake-in-the-early-years-foundation-stage
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/raising-aspirations-and-retaining-roma-pupils-at-key-stage-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/creating-a-positive-culture-of-equality-and-opportunity


  

Visits to five local authorities June 2015 
(unpublished) 

 Barnsley 

 Bedford 

 Middlesbrough 

 Oldham 

 Telford 

 



  

GCSE  percentage achieving 5+ A*-C including 
English and mathematics in 2015 

 All Pupils 55.6% 

 Non-Free School Meals 62.6% 

 White British 56.1% 

 Free School Meals 36% 

 Traveller of Irish Heritage 17.4% 

 Gypsy/Roma 8.1% 



  

Key Stage 2-4 ‘Best 8 subjects including English 
and mathematics' Value Added measure 
(Progress) 

 All Pupils 1000.0 

 Non-Free School Meals 1008.4 

 White British 994.9 

 Free School Meals 976.7 

 Gypsy/Roma 950.5 

 Traveller of Irish Heritage 908.1 



 
School Age Roma Pupils in Sheffield 

- April 2016 
 
 Pam Smith  

Issues and Challenges being faced by  
Sheffield Local Authority and 

Sheffield schools 



 
Context 

 
• The number of Roma pupils in the Sheffield educational system 

(including post-16 settings) continues to rise steadily. These pupils are 
mainly from Slovakia but increasing numbers are also arriving from 
Romania and the Czech Republic. 

• Roma pupils are the 3rd most numerous pupil group in the city. They 
are also the group that has seen the greatest rise as a percentage of 
the overall pupil population; 3% in 2015 compared to just 0.5% in 2010.  

• White British pupils now make up 67% of all pupils compared to 74% in 
2010. 

• Mobility amongst Roma pupils is extremely high. This continues to 
present. significant challenges for schools with large numbers of Roma 
pupils.  One such example can be seen in the data for one primary 
school, which shows current pupil mobility at 87% compared with 
Sheffield schools’ average of 14%. Mobility is exacerbated by 
continuing pressures on school places caused by concentrated 
migration in specific neighbourhoods which means that pupils then 
have to travel out of their immediate neighbourhood. 

  
 



 
Free School Meals 

 
• The rate of Roma pupils eligible for FSM has again dropped 

by almost 20 percentage points to 21.8%.  At its highest, only 
2 years ago, the FSM rate for Roma pupils was over 65%. 

 
• Given the low rate of FSM in the Roma cohort, the FSM6 rate 

is likely to continue to fall – this causes concerns about the 
consequences in terms of Pupil Premium Funding.   

 
• While this drop in FSM eligibility is experienced by almost all 

ethnic groups, it is most pronounced amongst Roma pupils. 
 



 
 

Attendance and Exclusions 
 
 

• Regular and consistent school attendance and punctuality 
continues to be a significant challenge for Roma pupils. 

 
• Many schools have put extensive systems of family advocacy, 

information and mentoring into place to support children and 
their families. 

 
•  Roma pupils (and boys in particular) continue to be 

disproportionately represented in Sheffield data on fixed term 
and permanent exclusions.   

 
 



 
Special Educational Needs  

 
• The percentage of Roma pupils with SEN in primary settings is the 

highest rate in the last 5 years and now higher than the rate for all 
pupils.  

• The figure for secondary aged pupils shows an increase on last year’s 
figure and, as with primary, higher than the rate for all pupils.  

• The true level of SEN amongst Roma pupils is difficult to accurately 
calculate due to the high mobility of this pupil group. 

• With regard to categories of need, Roma pupils have high rates of 
hearing impairment, moderate learning disability and social & emotional 
health in particular.  

• The Local Authority Hearing Impaired Service is currently supporting 
approximately 120 Roma pupils with hearing impairment.  

• The incidence of diseases such as impetigo and scabies has risen 
significantly in some of the schools. 
 



 
Attainment  

 
Roma pupil attainment 2014/15  
• The recent arrival of large numbers of Roma pupils in the city 

does have an impact on overall Sheffield results, particularly 
at EYFS and KS1 where pupils are not discounted from 
national tests (in contrast to the testing regime at KS2).  

  
Foundation stage   
• The attainment of Roma pupils in the Foundation Stage i.e. 

those pupils achieving a good level of development is very 
low. Roma families also appear less likely to take up free early 
learning places. 

• A significantly improved Sheffield figure of 65% means that 
the gap with all children has widened again.  

  
 



 
Attainment  

 
Key stage 1  
• As in the foundation stage, attainment at key stage 1 is poor mainly 

because of children’s additional language needs.  
• The reading and maths results are an improvement on last year while 

for writing the figure is lower.  
• The gap with all children has increased for reading and writing but has 

closed slightly for maths.  
Key stage 2  
• Compared to the EYFS and KS1 results, relative performance of Roma 

pupils at KS2 is better, although the gap with overall Sheffield figures 
remains large.   

Key stage 4  
• A very small number of pupils achieved 5A*-C GCSEs.  
• This is due to changes in qualifications that can be counted in the 

measure with many vocational qualifications being excluded.  
  

 



Career Progression Pathways 

• Inclusion and Learning and Lifelong 
Learning and Skills Services continue to 
work in partnership to provide training 
opportunities for Roma young people to 
gain work experience and further develop 
skills in literacy and maths.  

• However, the drop out rate is high and 
many leave without completing the 
courses and/or placements.  



FOCUS ON 
EDUCATION 

Petr Torak MBE 

Director 



ABOUT COMPAS 

• Who we are? 
 
• Aims & Objectives 
 
• Projects and Activities 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP GROUP has been founded on Thursday 25th November 2010 in Peterborough.�COMPAS is a voluntary organisation promoting community cohesion, social justice and cultural values.A&O: Promote social, cultural and religious needs of Czech, Slovak and Roma communitiesPromote community cohesionPromote British valuesPromote social inclusion and equalityTo organise and participate on community eventsTo co-operate with other community groups and organisations promoting community cohesionAkce (jednorazove) – setkani Cechu a Slovaku, Mezinarodni Romske dny, Roma Achievement Ceremony, Mikulas, Carodejnice, Akce (stale) – tanecni kurz, CS library, guide, SR konzulat, klubovna, sobotni skola, radio
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CONTACT 
Petr Torak 

 
        +44 7841948587 
        petr.torak@grtpa.com 
 
           www.compas.org.uk 
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A presentation in partnership by 
The Roma Education Support Trust & 

Babington Community College 
 

Denisa Gannon & Mark Penfold 
 
 

April 22nd 2016 



What do we do? 
 

We have twinned a small number 
of schools in eastern Europe 
with Babington College to share 
the experience and successful 
strategies of Babington and 
create centres of excellence in 
eastern Europe in educating 
Roma pupils. 

 
 



What is REST? 
 

The Roma Education Support 
Trust 

 
A UK registered Charity which 
seeks to promote improved 
education outcomes for Roma 
heritage pupils across Europe.  



Who Are WE? 
 

There are 7 founding trustees, 
3 of whom are Roma including 
our president, Denis Psenikova.  

 
KHANCHI PA AMENDE 

BIAMENGO!! - (No solution about us 
without us)  

 
  We also recruit any expert we  

              feel can help. 

 



What have we achieved? 
 

Genuine changes in 3 schools 
I now ready to be a genuine 
centre of excellence and 
mentor other schools. 

 



So What? 
 

Roma pupils in Babington 
appreciate the project because 
it helps their people.  
Their engagement, 
achievement and attainment 
continue to improve. 
Babington has learnt much 
from the project which helps us 
remove barriers to engagement 
and learning for our Roma 
pupils. 
 



 
 
 

Panel Q & A 
 afternoon speakers &  
 

Natalie Stables, President NATT+ and Head of 
Service, Salford EMTAS 



 
 
 

Roundtable discussion  
 

3. National solutions for key issues for Roma 
children, for NRN to take forward? 

4. What needs to be done locally in your local 
area, or in supporting other local areas, for 

Roma children? 

 



 
 
 
 

Summary and Next Steps 
 



        
      
     Thank you for attending,     
            see you next time! 
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